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The school building project is approximately 33% complete.  The pace of the project has increased significantly with over 100 workers on the site daily.  The number of workers on site will increase into the summer as the work in and outside the building continues.  To date the Town has received reimbursement in the amount of $8,829,589 from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA).  The new field adjacent to Massachusetts Avenue will be available this fall.  The binder for the east roadway is scheduled to be laid this month.  Site work during the summer will impact both the LHS and TCP campus roadways and parking.  The public will be notified of detours or closures on school grounds as necessary throughout the summer.      

In Area “A” where the high school classrooms and the library are located, exterior framing, blocking, sheathing and roof installation is complete.  The spraying of foam insulation, air and vapor barrier is nearing completion.  Brick veneer will soon be underway.   The slab-on-deck and slab-on-grade are complete in Area A.    Interior framing on the first floor is complete and underway on the second floor.  Plumbing, mechanical, electrical ductwork, and pipe installation is on-going.    
In Areas “B” & “C”, where the auditorium, administrative offices, art and music classrooms, gym and locker rooms are located, the slab-on-grade and slab-on-deck is complete for the   office, second floor classrooms and upper and lower corridors.  Masonry work in the auditorium is near completion and continues in the gym and locker rooms.  The auditorium and the remaining music classroom area are being prepared for the slab-on-grade pour.   Exterior framing, blocking, sheathing, and roof installation is on-going.   Mechanical, electrical and plumbing hangers are underway. 
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Finally, in Area “D”, where the middle school classrooms and cafeteria are located, the roof installation is near completion.   The slab-on-deck and slab-on-grade are nearly complete with only the kitchen and cafeteria remaining to be completed. Fireproofing in the classroom wing portion of Area D is completed. Exterior framing, blocking and sheathing is underway.    Interior framing, plumbing, mechanical, electrical ductwork, and pipe installation will begin mid-June.

The building project has its own webpage (lunenburgschools.net/school-building-project/) on the District’s website (www.lunenburgschools.net) and a Facebook page--Lunenburg Middle/High School Building Project. 
The new school is on schedule to open in August, 2016.  Detailed planning for the transition to the new building and the reconfigured district is underway.
Update on Tax Impact:  Your First Quarter FY2016 Tax Bill includes an additional amount for the new High School/ Middle School Construction Project.  The Town’s share of this project, net of the grant the Town has received from the MA School Building Authority, is approximately $35M.  To date, the Town has borrowed $29,605,000, the associated debt service of which now appears on your property tax bill.  
The FY2016 tax impact of this project on the average homeowner is:  $351.26
The impact to your individual tax bill depends upon your property’s Actual Assessed Valuation.  The Average Assessed Valuation in Lunenburg for FY2015 is:  $246,347.  (Please note, the Average Assessed Valuation for FY2016 is not calculated until the Q3 Tax Bills are prepared.)
The Town expects to borrow the remainder of the Town’s share of the project costs, about an additional $5M, in January 2016.  The debt service costs for this additional amount should appear on your FY2017 Tax Bill.
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