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9.00 - UNIFORMS AND APPEARANCE [26.1.1]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Officers shall wear such uniforms, equipment, and insignia as the Chief of Police may, from time to time, prescribe. A professional, uniform appearance enhances morale and fosters teamwork and esprit de corps. Officers should present a professional appearance to the public at all times and reflect a positive image as members of the Department. The police uniform identifies the officer and makes him or her readily accessible to the citizen. It is, therefore, vital that the officers of the department maintain a neat and clean appearance, and that the uniform serves as an appropriate introduction to the members of the community. Certainly, exceptions may be authorized for undercover assignments or for medical necessity. Periodically the Chief of Police may post drawings or issue orders for guidance in interpreting the Department’s regulations.

[bookmark: _bookmark57]RULE 9.01 – HAIR STYLES FOR ALL SWORN PERSONNEL

This rule shall adhere to the “The Crown Act” that was signed into law by the Governor on July 26, 2022.  All Uniformed Sworn Personnel shall conform to the following criteria:  

Hair must be clean, neat, and professional, and will not extend below the bottom of the ear on the side, nor longer than the bottom of the collar on the back of the uniform shirt while standing with head in normal posture.  Bangs are allowed to the eyebrow in length. 

If hair is longer than described in the preceding section, or long enough on any point on the head to interfere with the eyes, nose, or mouth, it must be pulled back in a neat fashion and securely fastened.  When secured, the hair will not exceed the “yoke line” of the uniform shirt.  The “yoke line” refers to the line on the uniform shirt that crosses the back of the shirt below the neck and across the shoulders.  

Natural and protective hairstyles, which shall include, but not be limited to, natural and protective hairstyles such as braids, locks, twists, Bantu knots, and other formations permitted, provided they are professional in appearance.  Multiple braids are allowed; however, they may not contain brightly colored beads or bands.  Objects worn in the hair, including but not limited to pins, barrettes, beads, bands, and clips, shall be inconspicuously placed for the sole purpose of holding hair in place, must be unadorned, transparent, or similar in color to the hair, and must not interfere with officer safety or the proper wearing of issued headgear. Wigs, tracks, and hairpieces may be worn in a manner consistent with hair appearance standards as described in the preceding section.  

Non-uniformed employees may wear their hair in any neat, orderly fashion that does not interfere with the performance of their duties.  

[bookmark: _bookmark58]RULE 9.01.A. – SIDEBURNS

If an officer chooses to wear sideburns, they will be neatly trimmed and tapered. Sideburns may extend to a level consistent with the mid- point of the ear, will be of even width (not flared), and will end with a clean-shaven horizontal line.

[bookmark: _bookmark59]RULE 9.01.B. – MUSTACHES

Mustaches shall be neatly trimmed at all times and shall not extend beyond the upper lip line in any direction and shall not extend below the lip line. “Handlebar” or “Fu Manchu” mustaches are not allowed. (Exceptions to this rule may be granted by the Chief of Police for special reasons or purposes such as undercover work).

[bookmark: _bookmark60]RULE 9.01.C. – BEARDS

The face will be clean shaven other than the acceptable mustache and sideburns. Beards and goatees are prohibited. Exceptions to this rule, such as religious purposes, may be granted by the Chief of Police, or for purposes such as undercover work.
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[bookmark: _bookmark63]RULE 9.03 – EARRINGS

Officers may only wear stud-type earrings on duty (no hoops or dangling styles).




[bookmark: _bookmark64]RULE 9.04 - WEARING THE UNIFORM

Officers shall wear uniforms or other clothing on duty in accordance with department regulations. Officers shall keep their uniforms neat, clean and well-pressed at all times. Care should be taken not to wear threadbare or faded items. The uniform cap should be worn out of doors unless the emergency or tactical nature of a situation makes it not practical or otherwise directed by competent authority. While in uniform, officers shall display their badge on the outermost garment over their left breast. The Chief of Police shall periodically issue special orders pertaining to daily or seasonal wearing of uniforms. Officers shall not wear any identifiable part of the uniform outside the limits of the community except while in the performance of official duty, while commuting to and from duty, or with the permission of the Chief of Police.  No buttons, insignia, attachments or coverings of any kind will be worn on a uniform without the permission of the Chief of Police.

RULE 9.05 – APPROVED UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT

By Departmental Policy.

[bookmark: _bookmark66]RULE 9.06 - CIVILIAN CLOTHING

Male officers permitted to wear civilian clothing during a tour of duty, including court appearances, shall wear either a business suit with tie or sports coat with tie and slacks. Female officers permitted to wear civilian clothing during a tour of duty, including court appearances, may wear a dress or skirt and blouse, or blouse and dress pants. Dungarees and/or designer jeans etc. can be worn at the discretion of the Chief of Police or his/her designee. The Chief of Police may prescribe other types of clothing when necessary to meet particular police objectives. Civilian clothing shall not be worn with any distinguishable part of the police uniform. No shorts, T-shirts or shirts without a collar may be worn. Leather shoes or, if authorized, boots are required (no sneakers/tennis shoes, etc.)

[bookmark: _bookmark67]RULE 9.07 – IDENTIFICATION [22.2.7]

Officers shall carry their official identification cards and badges on their persons at all times unless it is impractical (e.g. wearing a bathing suit) or dangerous to do so (e.g. certain investigations or undercover work, but only when authorized not to carry an I.D. or badge).
Officers shall inform any person so requesting their name and badge number whenever they are on duty or holding themselves out as being a police officer, unless the withholding of such information is required for the proper performance of their police duties or is authorized by proper police authorities.
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